FESTIVAL
BEETHOVEN
A BEAUNE

Burgundian winemaking meets classical music in breath-taking French vineyards
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Frédéric Mugnier, President of the Festival Beethoven a Beaune

The Beethoven Music Festival is an annual event that takes place in Beaune, at the centre of Burgundy,
the winemaking region in France. The festival attracts visitors from all around the world every
year, inviting both music and wine lovers who gather to listen to the works of greatest composers in
history alongside other modern and classical compositions. As the next event is scheduled from the
4th to Tth of April 2024, preparations for the season of music, where guests will also be able to hear
unique music pieces from Eastern Europe, unveil at full speed.

The festival was born as a result of an unexpected collaboration between winemaker Frédéric
Mugnier from the Burgundian wine estate Domaine Jacques-Frédéric Mugnier and esteemed South
Korean cellist Sung-Won Yang, both of whom now act respectively as President and artistic director
of the event. Frédéric Mugnier has long been making outstanding wines in his winery in Burgundy,
while Sung-Won Yang performed all over the world as a soloist and chamber musician.
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How do you come up with the idea of having this festival?

Sung-won Yang: [ have been a big fan of Frédéric's wine since a long time
ago. About 16 or 17 years ago, I contacted him. Since I play in Europe regularly,
especially in France, I always made sure to stop by Frédéric's winery. We
became good friends and, as we talked, we realised how similar we saw the
emotions people experienced from great wine and great music. At one point, [
suggested that we create a festival.

And since Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany, therefore I
jokingly said we must have a Beethoven festival in Beaune, France. And Frédéric
laughed, but he liked the idea and then that was how we began.
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Sung-won Yang, artistic director of the Festival Beethoven & Beaune

Discover more about the
20241 Festival Beethoven de Beaune
by visiting the official website.
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How long does it take from the idea to it really happen?
Frédéric Mugnier: We set up the first edition of the festival
in 2018 with a little help from my Burgundian friends. The
administration of Beaune helped a lot since they were
interested in having a new music even in the city. Year after year,
it has become a more and more structured event.

What would you say the link is between the festival and
the wine culture?

Frédéric Mugnier: There is something in common in the
matter of aesthetics, beauty. People who are sensitive to beauty
in any form will be sensitive to music and to wine, as well as
other art forms.

Sung-won Yang: [ agree with Frédéric. There are so many
metaphysical links between great wine and great music. I
think that the audience, when they come to Beaune and when
they come to the concert in the evening, experiences a very
unique side of the region. The inspiration from the music and
the pleasure from the wine, as well as the fascination with the
surroundings they felt prior during the day, all contribute to a
fantastic experience.
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How do you choose a new theme for the event each year?
Sung-won Yang: I try to change it every year because the
artistic horizon is very broad. We only have four concerts each
time, so every year we try to have different themes, different
pieces and different colours of the music aesthetic for our
audience to experience. This year, the theme is “Exposition
Est” Because when you say Exposition Sud, Exposition Est,
Exposition Ouest, it’s also a word that passionate wine lovers
and winemakers use in reference to the sun, how the sun and
the vineyards are facing each other.

This theme, Exposition Est, is referring to the Eastern European
composers and their particular musical aesthetic. This year, for
the first time, we will have music written by Eastern European
Composers such as Jana¢ek and Dvorak, along with other immortal
pieces by Beethoven and Schubert, among others. We will also have
Messiaen who wrote the Quartet for the End of Time in Poland when
he was in prison during the war.

A blend of art and music on March 1, 2024, with 'Berthe Morisot and the Art of the 18th Century' exhibition, capped off by
an exclusive concert amidst Claude Monet's Water Lilies. Presented by the Festival Beethoven a Beaune.
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What would you say make this year’s festival different to the
one that took place lastyear?

Sung-won Yang: This year we’ll have a world premiere of a new
piece commissioned to the French composer Eric Montalbetti —
three impromptus that will be premiering on the 5th April. That is
something very exciting. The other exciting part is that we’ll have a
clarinettist as well - it’s the first time we’ll have a wind instrument
featured in our festival.

We try to make sure that it remains at four concerts for now, and
we try to make sure that we are opening to new musicians. We
are giving opportunities to young people, different artists from
around the world. This year, we have Yuko Hara, a fantastic violist
from Quartet Ardeo, who will also play with Enrico Pace, Liza
Ferschtman and myself.

What kind of message or emotion would you like to deliver to
both our international audience and local audience?

Frédéric Mugnier: Something that is very important to me with
the audience is that the public has very different levels of education
and practice with music. Some are very educated music lovers who
go to concerts several times a month, some are very occasional
music listeners. But both have big smiles when they leave our
concerts. The music can be appreciated at several levels, depending
on your experience. But when it’s good, it’s good.

Sung-won Yang: For me, it’s very important that our audience
is inspired. What Frédéric is making, his wines are not a product
that we can go and buy in a shop. I love the work that he carries at
the vineyards. I love the care and attention and respect towards
the nature that he gives. And that is the same care that [ give to the
music. And both Frédéric and I, we hope that the audience who
come to our concerts are inspired and that they will remember
these concerts for many months or even many years after.

The music that we perform is from 200, 300 years ago, that has been
matured over the years with different generations of performers
and musicians. And when we perform it live at the Festival of
Beaune, we love creating the link from last century or two centuries
ago, reaching the ideal or emotion from another era, to our current
audience, just like the wines made from the vineyards which have
been vinifying wines for several centuries, here in Burgundy.

What would you expect the music festival to be like in the
future?

Frédéric Mugnier: I would be very happy if we attracted a larger
audience and if people were coming from a distance to attend
the festival. But, still, what is very important is to keep the close
relationship between the musicians and the organisation, between the
staff and the audience.

Sung-won Yang: That is one very important point that we agree on,
that we didn’t want to make a big festival. You know;, classical music
was never intended for a big audience. We want to make sure that this
intimacy, even this intensity is kept, but we also want to make sure we
keep the festival open to everybody, that it remains inclusive.
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